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FIRST LANGUAGE ARABIC

Paper 0508/01 English Version
Reading

Key messages

As a reading paper, candidates should understand the ideas in both texts and the messages that the writers
are conveying.

In answering the questions, candidates are encouraged to use their own words, avoid copying whole
sentences or paragraphs from the texts, and respond with only relevant information.

In the summary question, candidates are urged to succinctly convey relevant ideas from both texts.

General comments

The following was observed:

e  More and more candidates are using their own words when responding to questions.

e There remains a need for candidates to show control of a more varied range of language and structures
in their writing. Further support of candidates with grammar is essential in this regard.

e  Summary skills are improving, however further training is required as some candidates tend to include
ideas and/or examples that are irrelevant to the demand of the summary question.

e  More support is needed to help candidates produce focused, wholly relevant summaries through
appropriate and varied linkage, coherent paragraphs, and correctly punctuated sentences.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

(a) Most candidates gave the right answer; some gave ‘History’ or ‘Arabs’ as the answer. This is not
the information required by the question which clearly states ‘who.’

(b) Most candidates lifted the answer directly from the text. This affected the mark on the Accuracy of
Language.

(c) Most candidates gave the correct answer.

(d) This question was somewhat challenging as the question asked about three pieces of evidence.

Stronger candidates were able to identify these whereas less able ones were not able to
differentiate between a general statement, e.g., ‘they wanted to gain more followers’ or ‘Fame
became a target in itself’ and the evidence.

(e) Most candidates gave the correct two answers with stronger candidates expressing these in their
own words accurately.

(f) Many candidates were only able to score two marks out of three simply because they did not make
the distinction between the idea of ‘raising the awareness’ as the main idea and the way it is going
to be achieved, i.e., ‘through learning about people of high morals scientific zeal'.

(9) Many scored the full mark, those who only scored one mark was because they did not read the
question well and put the idea that ‘social media means and sites have made it easier to
communicate with family and friends’ which is irrelevant to the question.
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Most candidates missed the third idea of ‘to adjust the path of fame from being an end to a means
to a valuable end’ either because they did not understand the sentence, or because in their attempt
to use their own words the meaning was totally distorted.

It is very important in answering this question to specify ‘social cultures’ as without doing so the
meaning is inaccurate. Many candidates though were able to answer correctly.

This question depended totally on understanding the key word in the question, ‘obnoxious’; those
who understood it gave the right answer. That is why it is important to raise the level of vocabulary
by exposing the students to a variety of meanings in context.

The answers to Question 1(a) — (j) were also assessed together on the quality of the language
used to answer them, specifically their linguistic accuracy and appropriateness of style. The focus
here is on testing candidates’ ability to use their own words when answering comprehension
questions. Examiners observed a range of linguistic ability, from answers wholly answered in
candidates’ own words to excellent effect to answers consisting almost entirely of language lifted
from the source text.

It is necessary to impress upon candidates the importance of not lifting whole sentences and to
train them in the technique of paraphrasing relevant parts of texts. It is essential that candidates
can manipulate the language used in the source text to present ideas in their own words.

Question 2

Candidates were asked to summarise what both texts mentioned about the most important points
emphasised by the two writers about fame and its motives.

The total mark for this question covered three aspects:

1. Content, where candidates are expected to:

Discuss equally ideas from both texts to support their summary.
Link ideas in an organised and logical way.
Use their own words and avoid direct lifting of phrases from both texts.

Disregard ideas that do not target the requirement of the question, e.g., how parents can support
their children and reduce the effects of the craze of following celebrities.

Many candidates tried to satisfy these demands but there is still some evidence that summary skills
and techniques need further improvement.

2. Style and Organisation, where candidates are expected to:

Express and focus relevant ideas with assured use of their own words.
Present these ideas in a good summary style with orderly grouping of ideas using linking words.

There was some improvement in responses this series but there is a still a need to train candidates
in using paragraphs and sentences that are correctly punctuated.

3. Accuracy of Language, where candidates are expected to:

Use the right verb tense.

Conjugate verbs in the correct form (e.g., plural, dual).

Use the hamza appropriately.

Use possessives, prepositions, definite/indefinite articles, idhafa etc. correctly.

Based on feedback from Examiners, centres are strongly advised to address spelling more directly
in class, as many candidates who otherwise expressed themselves quite clearly unfortunately
struggled to write words as they ought to appear in writing, including basic words.
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FIRST LANGUAGE ARABIC

Paper 0508/02
Writing
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FIRST LANGUAGE ARABIC

Paper 0508/02
Writing

Key messages

In order to do well in this paper, candidates should:

e read the questions carefully to develop a clear understanding of the task ahead, both in terms of
required content and style. This allows to grasp the specific expectations of the task and informs the
approach to planning and writing. Taking time to comprehend the question thoroughly is a crucial
foundation for effective and successful writing in any context.

e provide a concise and pertinent response to the question, avoiding unnecessary details.

e identify the appropriate writing style indicated in the question (discuss, express your opinion, describe,

write a story, etc.,) and adhere to it when crafting their response.

avoid starting descriptions with a story. And, for argumentative tasks, avoid a discussion format.

refrain from using generalised memorised material.

read texts in different writing styles to analyse and distinguish between them.

be attentive to case endings and verb conjugation (especially for weak verbs in the majzoum case).

Subjects should be in the ¢ case, the predicate in ilsals oS, and objects should consistently be in the

gaic CASE.

e  pay close attention to writing all types of 4 kidl sjegll cddau siall Shagll cadadlly Joasll :53agl.

e not attach prepositions of more than one letter, such as 4, to the following word. For example, write *
4l instead of ‘duaala’

e  drop the .l when the preposition 1is connected to a noun starting with the article JI,. Write ‘iusll’ instead
of ‘awaall’

e give more attention to writing _=sidll A, especially in nominative and genitive cases where the call is

dropped.
o differentiate between human and non-human plurals when conjugating verbs and using pronouns.
e enhance the use of relative pronouns. First, select the appropriate relative pronoun that matches the

gender and number of the referred noun, for example, use 3 t<ll, not il usll. Second, note that
unlike English, in Arabic, relative pronouns are not used to refer to indefinite words. For instance, use
glexing 19 T 4d, NOL 43 slaxinn 1531 531 Gl 48,

o Keep in mind that when the verb precedes its subject, it remains in the singular form, for example, o<
Jall, not Ja )l 1sils,

e use the correct particles with present tense for negation in the past, present, and future.

° remember that words like & and Y require a pronoun or noun after them, not a verb. So, the correct
structure is "J& bl (3" rather than "kl J& 28"

e pay close attention to the difference between Lkl CalY) and 5)saiall Y, as well as £l g dagiall (Ul
ik, especially with verbs.

e improve handwriting to ensure readability.

General comments

In this session, questions in Section 1 were the most popular, with Question B emerging as the most
answered, closely followed by Question D. Question A garnered the least preference. In Section 2, the
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order of popularity differed, with Question C being the most answered, followed by Question D then
Question A, while Question B was the least favoured among candidates.

Overall, there were improvements, particularly in the reduced use of colloquial and foreign words and
expressions. Candidates performed well in understanding the distinctions between the required writing
styles, particularly in recognising the nuances between narrative and descriptive forms. Many candidates
demonstrated the ability to adhere to the specified style, indicating positive progress.

A considerable number of candidates resorted to memorised introductions and conclusions. These tended to
be generic and, in many cases, needed a direct connection to the assigned task. Additionally, while more
able candidates demonstrated an understanding of the description style by incorporating imagery,
metaphors, and effectively conveying sensory impressions, weaker candidates deviated from the main point,
which led to descriptions of secondary elements, such as secondary characters, rather than the primary task
at hand.

In the descriptive tasks, many candidates departed from the conventional descriptive style that spans from
the beginning to the end. Instead, their descriptions took on a two-part structure, commencing with an
introductory story before transitioning into the actual descriptive task. This departure from the expected
format suggests a tendency among candidates to incorporate a narrative element into what should be a
purely descriptive piece. While storytelling can enhance engagement, it is crucial for candidates to maintain a
clear distinction between narrative and descriptive writing styles to adhere to the given instructions.

Although there were improvements in essay content, it remains crucial to address persistent grammar
deficiencies. Superior content alone is insufficient for high marks. Candidates are encouraged to increase
their reading of works by renowned Arabic authors to enhance their linguistic skills, expand their vocabulary,
and refine their writing styles. Reading aloud in a supervised setting helps avoid grammatical errors.
Additionally, continued engagement with novels and short stories fosters familiarity with idiomatic Arabic,
contributing significantly to improved essay performance.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question A

Only a small number of candidates chose this question, and despite some commendable responses, many
essays needed to develop more relevant content.

Question B

This question was the most popular among candidates, addressing a phenomenon prevalent in today’s
world. The task was to discuss the phenomenon of sports having become a means to gain money rather
than promoting a healthy body.

Numerous candidates demonstrated a commendable ability to tackle the question at hand effectively,
providing insightful points and perspectives. Weaker responses included basic grammatical errors..

A small number of candidates veered away from the specific focus of the task. They emphasised the general
importance of sports instead of concentrating on the specific task. This deviation indicates a
misunderstanding of the nuanced nature of the question and suggests the need for clearer task
comprehension among some candidates.

In summary, while many addressed the question adeptly, the prevalence of grammatical errors and
occasional misinterpretations highlights the ongoing importance of refining both language proficiency and
task-specific understanding among candidates.

Question C

Despite being the third most popular question, it still attracted a good number of candidates. The assigned
task was to express a clear opinion and persuade the reader on the proposition that ‘Reading does not die
by using tablets.” A significant number of candidates who selected this question crafted robust essays,
showcasing numerous relevant points. In most cases, candidates successfully adhered to the assigned task
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and avoided veering into unrelated aspects. Many of these essays employed a comparative and discursive
style rather than the preferred argumentative style, preventing accessing the highest marks. Despite these
strengths, grammatical accuracy remains a persistent issue, hindering many candidates from achieving
higher scores.

Question D

Candidates were asked to express their opinion and persuade the reader on whether Arabs must use
standard Arabic in their daily lives. This topic proved highly engaging for the cohort and garnered significant
interest.

A considerable number of candidates who chose this question successfully presented well-defined and
developed arguments, employing a commendable argumentative style. Candidates are encouraged to
express their own views even more explicitly and not solely limit their responses to the pros and cons of the
matter. Providing a clear and personal stance can further enhance the strength and persuasiveness of their
responses.

Section 2
Question A

This question, designed for a descriptive task, captured considerable attention among candidates. They were
tasked with vividly describing their favourite media personality. Many candidates understood the task well,
maintaining focus on the descriptive style. Their responses showcased a strong ability to create vivid mental
images through effective use of metaphors and allegory. Furthermore, candidates consistently adhered to
the descriptive style of writing.

Question B

This question was the least popular in this section. Candidates were required to describe a youth conference
they led, expressing their emotions throughout the event. The responses to this question varied, with some
commendable answers demonstrating a strong ability to employ an appropriate descriptive writing style.
Weaker responses, despite containing numerous descriptions, began as mere stories, and some transitioned
entirely into a narrative style, deviating from the required descriptive approach, and therefore did not score
higher marks.

Question C

This question significantly stood out as the most popular in this section. It provided candidates with the
freedom to shape their stories in any direction, as long as they adhered to the task’s essence. The prompt
required candidates to conclude the event of a story that began with ‘one day | woke up to a message from a
stranger written on it the way how to get to the treasure.’

Overall, some candidates successfully used their imagination to provide narrative details and effectively
managed the sequence of essential story elements. In some instances, events were not logically and
consistently developed throughout. Additionally, numerous stories needed a clear climax, a pivotal aspect of
narrative writing. Candidates need to remember the critical importance of carefully managing essential story
elements (characters, setting, plot, conflict, and resolution) to ensure a smooth flow and logical development,
allowing the reader to easily follow the action. Furthermore, grammatical accuracy remains a point to
improve upon.

Question D

Despite being less popular than the previous question, this question also captured significant interest among
candidates by offering them the freedom to choose any direction for their narrative. The task was to write a
story about a young person who relied on familial connections to secure their dream job but ultimately failed
in the job. The responses to this task were akin to the previous one.
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